Ohio LongArm Quilters

Constitution & By-Laws

Accepted by the membership on December 11, 2004

Article I: Name


The name of this quilting organization shall be Ohio LongArm Quilters (OLAQ).

Article II: Purpose

The purpose of OLAQ shall be to discuss all aspects of longarm quilting, to assist each other in the business and pleasure of quilting, to further our quilting education and to develop projects to support the group.

No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or any other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

Article III: Membership

Section 1: Membership in OLAQ shall consist of any person, at least 18 years old, who owns or works on a longarm machine or plans to buy one in the near future and is willing to take on the responsibility of aiding the organization in achieving its goals. Members are required to participate in some manner during each year in addition to paying dues.  Lack of participation may result in the loss of membership.  Officers will review the membership contributions on a yearly basis and will have the authority to terminate membership at their discretion.
1a: Membership shall not exceed forty (40) members. 

1b: When the limit of 40 members is reached, there will be a Waiting List started. When an opening in membership occurs, new members will be taken in numerical order from the Waiting List.

Section 2: Only OLAQ members are permitted to vote.

Section 3: Members are responsible to check the OLAQ website regularly for current information and for special Polls. It is the responsibility of the members to make arrangements to receive information in another manner if they do not have access to a computer.

Article IV: Dues and Special Fees

Section 1: Membership dues will be the amount determined and are not refundable. Membership year runs from November through October.  Dues shall be paid by the meeting date in November. New members joining November through January will pay full dues and new members joining February through October will pay a lump sum amounting to an amount determined for each month remaining in our Membership Year. 

1a. Dues will be reviewed periodically and adjusted to meet the operating expenses of the organization by a vote of the members. Majority voting shall rule.

Section 2: Hostess Fee - The Hostess of a meeting shall decide the issue of refreshments. If she provides the food, then members and non-members attending will each pay a Hostess Fee with the amount being determined by a vote of the members each year.  A website poll with a deadline, will be taken to vote To Attend or Not Attend so the Hostess knows how much food will be required 

Article V: Meetings

Section 1: Regular OLAQ meetings will on the date and at the time decided by the Officers. 

Section 2. Non-Members, at least 18 years old, are welcome at Open Meetings. All meetings shall be considered Open unless designated as a Members Only meeting by the officers. Non-Members may attend only one Open Meeting and then, if requested, their name will be added to the Waiting List. 

Article VI: Fund Raisers

Section 1: OLAQ will raise funds periodically to finance programs, field trips, etc. to further our quilting education and enjoyment.  All members are required to take part in these Fund Raisers.

Article VII: Officers

Section 1: The Officers shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three (3) members in September of each even numbered year.  The Nominating Committee members may not be current officers. The committee will provide a slate of officers. Election of officers will take place in November by written ballot or through an anonymous poll via the OLAQ website

Section 2: The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer to serve two-year terms starting in January of the odd numbered years

Section 3: If a full year or more is left in a term of the Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer, the vacancy shall be filled by a special election for the remaining time of the term. The same Nominating Committee that served in the previous election will provide the replacement slate. If the remaining term is less than a full year then the President shall appoint a replacement. 

Section 4. The Vice President will fill the vacancy of the President automatically.

Section 5: Duties of Officers:


5a. The President 

shall preside at all meetings of OLAQ. 

shall appoint a chairman for each committee.

shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except Nominating Committee. The President may attend all committee meetings.


5b. The Vice President 



shall assume the duties of the President in the absence of the President.


shall take over the duties of the President should that office be vacated.


shall assist the President in administrative work.

5c. The Secretary 

shall keep minutes of all the meetings of OLAQ and submit a timely report.

shall handle all general correspondence of OLAQ.


5d. The Treasurer



shall collect dues and shall be custodian of the funds of OLAQ.

shall not pay for purchases over fifty dollars ($50) without the approval of the members – purchases less than fifty dollars ($50) may be paid from petty cash without prior approval.

shall close the financial book on the last day of the calendar year, Dec. 31.

Section 6: In January the officers shall appoint two members to audit the previous year’s financial records. The audit should be completed no later than the meeting date in February.

Article VIII: Standing Committees
Each year the presiding President shall appoint the following chairmen and any others deemed necessary. Members can serve unlimited terms on these committees. The chairmen shall appoint their own committee members and meet as needed.


Fundraisers

Membership

Programs



Publicity 


Webmaster

Article VX: Amendments

These By-Laws may be amended with notice of the change being considered being published on the OLAQ website at least 20 days prior to the vote. Members shall vote on the amendment by written ballot or through an anonymous poll via the OLAQ website. The majority of those voting will rule.

Article X: Dissolution

The membership will vote on the proposal of dissolution. Notice of the vote must be published on the OLAQ website or by some other means at least twenty (20) days prior to the vote. The majority of those present at the next meeting or through an anonymous poll via the OLAQ website shall carry the vote. Remaining funds must be distributed to a charitable organization after all expenses have been paid.

Assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the country in which the principal office of the organization in is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to which organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

Signed

President ______________________________
Date ______________________

V. President ___________________________
Date ______________________

Secretary _____________________________
Date ______________________

Treasurer _____________________________
Date ______________________
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